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INTRODUCTION TO THE TEACHER

Strange But true gives students valuable listening practice while motivating 
them with a range of interesting and true stories. 20 well-known people and events 
have been chosen and each story will surprise the student with a fact that is strange 
. . . but true!

each unit in this listening course takes at least 10 minutes of class time and may be 
used as a supplement to a main course. Whether you use Strange But true as 
a warm-up at the beginning of the lesson or as fun wrap-up at the end of a class, you 
will find that Strange But true is an enjoyable way for students to practice 
their english.

The many picture questions in Strange But true provide visual clues to the 
contents of each story. Students read the questions, look at the illustrations and then 
anticipate who is speaking, where the speakers are, what they are doing and why they 
are doing it. The picture questions thus serve a dual purpose—they both guide the 
students’ listening and test comprehension.

How to Use STRANGE BUT TRUE

each unit is divided into four sections:

Key Vocabulary presents the most important words in each unit. You may go 
over these in class before playing the Cd, or ask students to check the words by 
themselves at home before coming to class.

First Challenge introduces the student to the true story of a well-known person 
or event. Students listen to the Cd and answer two questions, e.g. where the story 
takes place and who the main characters are, etc. The third question is a little 
different—it asks students to GueSS the answer to a fact that is strange . . . but 
true! It is most important that the teacher explain to the students that they will 
noT be given the answer to this question—in fact, they will not discover the 
answer until they complete the final listening exercise in Third Challenge! In our 
everyday lives we often guess an answer before we hear the facts. For example, 
we may guess that it will rain tomorrow or that the dollar will rise in value, but 
we then listen to the weather forecast or to the news to confirm this guess. This 
third question encourages students to practice these practical skills.

Second Challenge repeats the same story again, giving students a second chance to 
hear the facts, but this time students answer a different set of questions. encourage 
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the students to read the questions and to look at the illustrations before they listen. 
This will activate their listening skills and allow them to imagine (visualize) the 
situation before they listen.

Third Challenge summarizes the story in a short paragraph. Students listen and 
write in the missing words. This wrap-up exercise gives the students a concrete 
summary of the story and also gives the answer to the strange . . . but true 
question set in the First Challenge. again students should read the paragraph 
before they listen and try to anticipate the missing words. Many are key words 
that are recycled from the Key Vocabulary section at the beginning of the unit.

Preparing the class to listen: You may choose to ask the students to discuss the 
famous person, or event, prior to listening. For example, ask students what they 
know about the Titanic. For this “pre-listening” activity students may work in small 
groups in their native language. They are not being tested at this stage—rather 
they are preparing to listen to the story.

Time: each unit takes 10 minutes if you play the Cd straight through with short 
pauses between each of the sections to allow the students to answer the questions. 
You may, however, choose to play the sections more than once. In this case, the 
time you take for each unit will depend on:

 a) how you review the key vocabulary
 b) how many times you repeat each listening exercise
 c) whether you go over the answers in the class
 d) whether you have follow-up speaking practice (see below)

Follow-up Speaking Practice
 ask students to work in pairs and retell the story. have them read the summary 
sentences in the Third Challenge to each other. Then ask them to look at the 
pictures in the Second Challenge. In pairs they again summarize the story using the 
pictures as a visual reminder of the main details. While they are doing this second 
speaking practice, write some key words on the board. For the third speaking 
practice, ask them to close their books, and again working in pairs, they summarize 
the story using the words on the board as a reminder of the main details.

 It may be useful to demonstrate all or some of these exercises using confident 
students. once the students have listened to the demonstration, they then do the 
same activity in pairs.

Follow-up Reading
 For extra reading practice, search for articles about the famous people and 
events in this book online. You may print these stories out for the students and 
have them do follow-up reading at home or in the class.
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Perforated Pages
 The pages in the student’s textbooks are perforated. ask the students to pull 
out the page and hand it in to you when you have finished the unit. You may use 
these answer sheets to:

 i) record which students attended the class
 ii) grade students for each class
 iii) encourage students to arrive on time. (Latecomers miss the listening 

and do not receive a grade for that lesson.)

Answers
 all the answers to the exercises are given in this teacher’s manual.

Grading
 You may decide how to award the points for each section in a unit. a possible 
guide is given here.
 First Challenge: 3 points for a correct answer to the first two questions. a total 
of 6 points. The third question is not graded—it is only a guess!
 Second Challenge: 3 points for a correct answer. a total of 15 or 18 points 
depending on the number of questions. Some questions are more difficult; for 
example, some units contain maps which are difficult to complete; some questions 
require students to choose two or more answers from a group of options. For these 
questions you may award bonus points.
 Third Challenge: 1 point for each correct word—making a total of 10 points. 
You may or may not choose to deduct half a point for spelling mistakes.

Testing
 For your convenience, free downloadable tests are available on the Macmillan 
Languagehouse website at www.mlh.co.jp
 The audio files that accompany these tests are also available for 
downloading.

 These tests could be set halfway through your course and at the end of the 
course.
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1. Barack Obama:
44th President of the USA

First Challenge / Second Challenge
 When Barack obama II became the 44th President of the united States, he was the 
first african-american ever to hold the office. amazingly, when he was born in 1961, 
african-americans did not have equal rights in many states of america. nobody could 
have imagined that one day Barack obama would become one of the most powerful 
political leaders in the world.
 Barack’s mother was a white american from Kansas. his father, Barack hussein 
obama, was the son of a goatherd from Kenya. Barack Senior won a scholarship to 
study at university in honolulu, hawaii. he met obama’s mother in a russian language 
class, they married soon afterwards, and Barack hussein obama Junior was born in 
1961. The marriage did not last and Barack’s mother married a second time—this time 
to an Indonesian student called Lolo Soetoro. In 1967 obama went with his mother and 
stepfather to live in Jakarta. Barack called himself Barry Soetoro and attended local 
schools. he played in the streets with the local children and learned to speak Indonesian. 
he ate local dishes such as snake meat and roasted grasshopper and sometimes went 
to the local mosque.
 after four years, obama’s mother sent Barry back to the united States to live with 
his grandparents in hawaii. at high school, Barry played a lot of basketball and took 
life pretty easy. But he eventually made it to college in Los angeles. The turning point 
in his life came in his second year at college. he became involved in a campaign to 
promote black rights in South africa. his classmates remember that when he gave a 
speech during the campaign, people stopped to listen.
 Barry decided to change. he began to study really hard. he transferred to Columbia 
university and began calling himself Barack. he graduated in 1983 and became a 
community organizer in Chicago. his job was to help african-american blue-collar 
workers. It was in Chicago, a few years later, that he met his future wife, Michelle 
robinson—when he joined a large law firm. at first Michelle didn’t want to go out with 
Barack. But Barack didn’t give up. he took her to listen to a speech he gave at a church. 
The speech was inspirational and encouraged people to look for change. Michelle was 
won over. They began dating. She remembers that Barack was really broke, and that 
his first car was so rusty that you could see the ground through the door!
 Barack obama entered politics in 1992, beginning the journey that would take him 
to the White house. on november 4, 2008 he was chosen to become the President of 
the united States, at the age of 47.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a)    3.  c)
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Second Challenge
 1. c)    2.  b), c)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  a)

Third Challenge
 Barack obama was born in 1961 to a white american mother and a (Kenyan) father, 
the son of a (goatherd) who had won a (scholarship) to become the first african man 
to study at hawaii university. Barack’s mother (remarried) and he went to live with 
his (stepfather) in Indonesia. STranGe BuT True the family’s (backyard) housed a 
mini zoo that included chickens, dogs, a cockatoo, several small crocodiles and an (ape). 
Barack later returned to the States to live with his (grandparents). he has had many jobs 
including ice cream server, civil rights lawyer, professor of law and (politician). Sadly, 
his (parents) died before they could see their son become the first african-american 
president of the united States.

2. The Titanic:
The Sinking of a Great Ship

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 on the 11th of april, 1912, a great new ship called the Titanic sailed away from 
Southampton in england on its way to new York.
 Captain Smith was the captain of the Titanic and he was a proud man. he was in 
control of the largest ship ever built and it was the ship’s first voyage. There were 2,200 
people on board all looking forward to arriving in new York.
 Three days later on april 14th, the sea was calm and the sky was clear with bright 
stars. Captain Smith decided to increase the speed of the engines. he wanted to arrive 
in new York as soon as possible and to break the record for the fastest sailing from 
england to new York. But it was a terrible mistake because the ship was in the middle 
of an area with many dangerous icebergs.
 at 11:40 that night the lookout saw an enormous iceberg straight ahead of the 
Titanic—the iceberg was over 60 meters tall and looked like twin pyramids. There was 
nothing the ship could do. It tried to turn—but too late! The Titanic struck the iceberg and 
a massive 91-meter hole appeared in the side of the ship. The Titanic began to sink.
 93 kilometers southeast of the Titanic was another ship called the Carpathia.
 at 12:25, the radio operator was getting ready to go to bed when he received an 
urgent message from the Titanic. The message was: “Come at once. We have struck 
an iceberg.”
 The Carpathia turned and headed north to help the Titanic. But even going as fast 
as possible the Carpathia took three and a half hours to reach the Titanic.
 at 12:30 Captain Smith ordered all the passengers to leave the Titanic in the ship’s 
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lifeboats. 63 lifeboats were needed to rescue all the crew and all the passengers. But 
unfortunately there were only 20 lifeboats on board. Women and children were allowed 
to leave first but there were not enough lifeboats to rescue everybody.
 Just a few hours later at 2:20 a.m., with the captain and many people still on board, 
the Titanic sank below the water. The band of eight musicians was still playing and 
many of the lights were still shining.
 at 4 o’clock in the morning the Carpathia arrived. as the sun rose the ship’s crew 
saw an unforgettable sight—there were two dozen huge icebergs—and between them 
were the 20 small lifeboats. over the next four and a half hours the Carpathia rescued 
705 survivors. But many of the passengers had died in the disaster. only 20% of the 
men and 75% of the women survived the sinking of the Titanic.

First Challenge
 1. from: SouThaMPTon, to : neW YorK    2.  c)    3.  b)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a)    3.  b)    4.  a), c)    5.  a)

Third Challenge
 Later it was discovered that there were (two) ships in the area—not only the 
Carpathia, but also the Californian. The Californian was only (31) kilometers (north) 
of the Titanic. however, the Californian never (received) the radio message from the 
Titanic because the radio operator went to (bed) at (11:30), just ten minutes before the 
accident. STranGe BuT True if the radio operator had not gone to (sleep) and had 
not (turned) (off) the ship’s radio, the Californian might have saved all the (2,200) 
people on the Titanic.

3. Sir Richard Branson:
Record Maker, Record Breaker

First Challenge / Second Challenge
 The famous entrepreneur richard Branson did not begin life as a success. as a child 
in england, he was not an impressive student and he had problems with reading and 
writing. however, he did very well at sports and he was always clever, likeable and 
independent. at the age of 16 he started his first successful business: he published a 
student magazine. Branson funded the magazine by selling advertising. The magazine 
sold so many copies that he left school at 16 to grow the business. he discovered that 
he could sell records through the magazine, and not long afterwards he opened a chain 
of music stores called Virgin records.
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 Branson’s Virgin brand grew rapidly during the 1980s and he set up Virgin atlantic 
airways. he followed this with Virgin Vodka, Virgin Cola, Virgin Trains and Virgin 
Mobile, a cell phone service provider. Branson is always thinking up new ventures and 
in 2004 he came up with one of his most unusual ideas: a space tourism company called 
Virgin Galactic. Customers can buy tickets to travel into space onboard SpaceShipone. 
Tickets cost around $200,000.
 not all of his enterprises have done well. his Virgin Trains, Virgin Vodka and Virgin 
Cola companies have not been successful. But his Virgin airlines and Virgin Mobile 
companies have made him one of the wealthiest people on earth. In fact, when he 
married his second wife in 1999, it was on his very own island in the Caribbean.
 however, Branson is not satisfied with just making money: he is the patron of several 
charities, he has written books, and has appeared in films and on TV programs. In his 
autobiography, he says that he likes to set himself huge challenges and then rise above 
them. he especially enjoys breaking world records.
 richard Branson’s first attempt to break a world record was in 1985, when he tried 
to make the fastest powerboat crossing of the atlantic ocean. unfortunately, his boat 
sank just 150 miles before the end. But one year later, in 1986, Branson did collect his 
first world record by successfully crossing the atlantic in three days, eight hours and 
31 minutes. In 2004, Branson set another world record by traveling from england to 
France in a high-speed amphibious vehicle—a car that can travel in water.
 not all his record-breaking attempts have been so successful. In 2008 Branson and his 
26-year-old daughter and 23-year-old son attempted to break the record for the fastest 
sailboat crossing of the atlantic ocean. The trip had to be called off when a monster 
wave destroyed the boat’s sails.
 Branson is still looking for new business opportunities. his latest venture is called 
Virgin Fuels and aims to promote solar energy and biofuels.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a), d)    3.  b)    4.  c)    5.  a)

Third Challenge
 richard Branson has always had a head for business. While still at school, he 
(published) his own (magazine), which led him to selling records through the magazine 
and then to opening his own music (recording) business. While he is perhaps best-
known for his (airlines), he has started many other companies, all with the famous 
Virgin (brand). Branson has a strong sense of adventure and has (broken) many world 
records. STranGe BuT True in 1991 Branson became the first person to (cross) the 
Pacific ocean in a (hot-air balloon). he covered the (10,800) kilometers from Japan to 
Canada in 46 hours at (speeds) of up to 394 kilometers per hour.
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4. Alfred:
The Inventor and Man of Peace

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 Immanuel was an engineer and an inventor. In 1862 he built a small factory in 
helenborg in Sweden. There, Immanuel and his sons alfred and emil oskar invented 
a new kind of explosive that was very powerful. unfortunately this invention was very 
difficult to use and two years later there was a terrible explosion at the factory. eight 
people were killed, including emil oskar.
 But alfred lived and he continued the family business. he built another factory in 
a safe place far away from people. he placed the new factory on a large boat in the 
middle of a lake. he worked hard to learn more about chemistry and he soon invented 
a different kind of explosive that was safe and easy to use. he decided to call this 
new invention “dynamite.” The name dynamite comes from the Greek word dynamis 
meaning power.
 The demand for dynamite was high and alfred’s business grew very quickly. In order 
to keep europe supplied with the important explosive, he built two more factories. and 
then, in 1869 alfred made a very important decision. he patented his new explosive. This 
meant that each time another company manufactured dynamite it had to pay royalties 
to alfred. Soon alfred was receiving money from many european companies, many 
american companies—indeed companies all over the world. Thanks to his invention 
alfred became a very rich man.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  c)    3.  b)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  a)

Third Challenge
 The (explosive) that alfred invented is very (dangerous) and has caused many 
(deaths). But STranGe BuT True it has also helped to make the world a better 
place. alfred was an unusual man who understood both science and the arts. Before he 
died he arranged for the money from his (royalties) to be used for several prizes. These 
prizes are awarded every year to people who contribute in a special way to the world 
we live in—in the fields of (literature), (science), (medicine), (peace), and others. each 
winner receives a lot of money and a (prize) named after alfred—alfred (nobel).



11

5. Mary Shelley:
The Woman Who Created a 

Monster
First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 Mary was born in england in 1799. Mary was a polite and gentle person who loved 
poetry and books of all kinds. When she was 17 years old, she married one of england’s 
greatest poets—Percy Shelley.
 In the summer of 1816, she and her husband Percy went on vacation with another 
famous english poet, George Gordon Byron. They visited Switzerland and stayed in 
a villa on Lake Geneva. It was a wet summer and day after day it rained and rained. 
Because of the bad weather the guests spent much of their time in the villa reading 
frightening ghost stories.
 one day Byron had an idea. “Let’s each write a ghost story,” he suggested. So, 
Mary took a pen and some paper and sat at the table. Imagine the scene—the rain was 
falling, the skies were dark and the tall mountains of Switzerland were nearby. at first 
Mary could not think of a truly frightening story—a story that would make the heart 
beat faster.
 But that night as she slept, she dreamed a terrible story.
 The next day Mary told her horror story to Bryon and her husband. There were two 
central characters in the story—a scientist called Victor and a monster. Victor decided 
to create a living creature in his laboratory, using parts of dead bodies—a head from 
one corpse, the hands from another, and so on.
 Victor put all the parts together and made a large monster. Then he passed electricity 
through the body to give it life. at first, nothing happened. But then the monster slowly 
sat up.
 Victor was shocked at the ugly monster he had created—it had yellow skin, black lips 
and snow-white hair. In fact, although the creature looked terrifying, he was actually 
gentle and intelligent. But all the people in Victor’s village treated him badly because 
he was so ugly and they were so frightened of him.
 Soon the monster became lonely and begged Victor to create a friend for him—
someone that he could talk to. Victor refused and the monster became very angry. In 
his anger, he murdered Victor’s wife and Victor’s younger brother.
 after this Victor decided to kill the dangerous monster and chased him into the 
snows of the north Pole. at the end of Mary’s horror story, Victor died and the monster 
disappeared into the snow.

First Challenge
 1. a), c)    2.  a)    3.  a)
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Second Challnege
 1. c)    2.  b)    3.  b)    4.  a)    5.  c)    6.  a), d)

Third Challenge
 Mary and her husband, Percy Shelley, spent one (rainy) summer on a lake in 
(Switzerland). They passed the time reading and telling (ghost) stories. STranGe 
BuT True it was (gentle) Mary Shelley who dreamed up the well-known story of a 
frightening (monster) that a scientist creates from the different (parts) of (dead) bodies. 
Mary called the book (Frankenstein). Many (horror) movies have been made of the 
story, but few people understand that Mary wanted to talk about the suffering that is 
caused when a person is judged only by his or her (appearance).

*Frankenstein is actually a small town in Poland—it is home to 7,500.

6. Charles Schulz: Cartoonist
First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 When Charles was a young boy he hated school. he was a very poor student—poor 
at math, science, history and even english. one year at school he actually failed every 
subject in his exams. Charles was good at sports—he loved playing baseball. The only 
problem was that his classmates didn’t like him and they wouldn’t let him play on the 
school baseball team. But there was one thing that he loved doing. That was drawing. 
he took his drawings to the editor of the school magazine. But the editor said the 
drawings were no good and refused to publish them.
 Charles graduated from high school and needed a job. he decided to become a 
cartoonist and he applied for a job at the Walt disney Studios. The next week he 
received a letter from them. he was very excited. But when he opened it, he found a 
letter saying that the cartoons were not good enough.
 But still Charles didn’t give up. he decided to publish his own comic strip. he drew 
the story of his own life—about his failures and his disappointments. he drew the 
story of a young boy called Charlie Brown who cannot succeed at anything. Charlie 
Brown is so shy that he cannot ask a girl for a date. Charlie Brown has a kite—but 
the kite never flies. Charlie Brown does play in a baseball team—but the team never 
wins a single match.
 The comic strip about Charlie Brown and his little dog soon became very popular. 
Charles’ comic strip can be seen in newspapers and books around the world. Charles 
receives hundreds of fan letters a week. his business sells over 10,000 products, 
including stuffed toys, backpacks, lunch boxes and T-shirts.
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First Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  b)    3.  a)    4.  a), c), d)    5.  b), d), e), f)

Third Challenge
 Charles was a (failure) at school, but he was good at (drawing). When he graduated 
he applied for a job as a cartoonist but he was told that he was not good enough. But 
Charles refused to give up and he decided to publish his own (comic) (strip). STranGe 
BuT True that comic strip is about a small (boy) called Charlie Brown and his little 
(dog), (Snoopy), and it quickly became very (popular) all around the world. Charles 
Schulz has become very rich and (successful) drawing cartoons about a little boy who 
is a (failure) at everything he does.

7. Clint Eastwood:
Hollywood Cowboy

First Challenge / Second Challenge
 Clint eastwood was born in San Francisco on the 31st of May, 1930. he is one of 
the most famous actors in the world and has acted in over 55 movies. But Clint wasn’t 
always a hollywood star.
 Clint was a quiet kid who loved being outdoors. When he graduated from high school 
in 1948, he worked as a lumberjack in oregon. his job was to cut down huge trees that 
were over a hundred meters tall.
 at the age of 20, Clint joined the army and trained in California. one day he almost 
died. The airplane he was flying in developed engine trouble. The pilot was forced to 
land the plane in the sea. Clint swam two kilometers through the high waves. he almost 
drowned, but eventually he reached the shore. Because of this, the army decided that 
Clint would be a swimming instructor and teach soldiers how to swim!
 Clint left the army and moved to Los angeles in 1953. he made money digging 
swimming pools. at a beach party one day, he met a hollywood director. The director 
was impressed by the 193-centimeter Clint and invited him to work as an actor at 
universal Studios. he became famous acting as a cowboy on a TV series called 
“rawhide.” The show lasted for seven and half years and Clint appeared in 254 
episodes. he earned just $75 a week. his big breakthrough came when he was asked 
to star in the cowboy movie A Fistful of Dollars. The director of the movie, Sergio 
Leone, said he liked Clint because he only had two facial expressions: one with the 
hat, and one without it!
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 Clint is best known for the tough guy roles in the action films he starred in during 
the 1960s, 70s and 80s. however, in 1978 Clint played a trucker in his first comedy 
movie. he had a very popular co-star—a large orangutan called Clyde. The movie was 
called Every Which Way But Loose and was a great success.
 These days, however, he is also well-known as a director, film producer and composer.  
he directed his first movie, called Play Misty for Me, in 1971. In this movie he also 
stars as a dJ who is chased by a mad female admirer.  In 2005, his movie Million Dollar 
Baby, about a woman who wants to be a boxer, won four oscars.
 In 2008, at the age of 78, Clint directed, acted, produced and helped write the music 
for Gran Torino. The movie is the story of an old man’s friendship with a young asian 
boy who tries to steal his beloved Gran Torino car. he is still going strong after over 
50 years in the movie business.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  b)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  c)

Third Challenge
 Clint became famous as a (cowboy) in a TV series that ran for over (seven) years. 
Since then he has starred in, (directed) and produced many movies. he now lives in 
a small Californian town called Carmel-by-the-sea. The (residents) of the town are 
used to Clint strolling around and occasionally (playing) live jazz in a local restaurant. 
When the town decided not to allow (tourists) to eat ice cream on the streets, Clint 
was so (angry) that he decided to do something. STranGe BuT True he surprised 
his friends by becoming the (mayor) of Carmel from 1986 to 1988. although it was a 
full-time job, he only earned $(200) a month.

8. Haruki Murakami:
Ultrawriter, Ultramarathon Runner

First Challenge / Second Challenge
 Japanese writer haruki Murakami has been called one of the “world’s greatest living 
novelists.” he has written novels, short stories, articles and documentaries. he has also 
translated many english books into Japanese.
 Murakami studied drama at university in Tokyo, where he met his wife, Yoko. his 
first job was in a record store and many of his novels have musical themes and take 
their titles from songs, for example, Norwegian Wood after a Beatles song, South of 



15

the Border, West of the Sun after a nat King Cole track and The Bird Catcher after 
a character in “The Magic Flute,” an opera by Mozart. Shortly before finishing his 
studies, Murakami and his wife opened Peter Cat, a coffeehouse by day and a jazz bar 
in the evening. Murakami served drinks, washed the dishes, changed the records and 
booked the musicians. he and Yoko ran the bar for seven years.
 Murakami’s jazz bar was called Peter Cat, and cats appear in many of his stories — 
usually indicating that something very strange is about to happen. It’s a missing cat 
that starts off the bizarre chain of events in The Wind-up Bird Chronicle, while Kafka 
on the Shore features a confused pensioner called nakata, who falls into a coma and 
wakes to find that he can communicate with cats.
 Murakami did not begin writing until he was 29 years old. he says he was inspired 
to write his first novel while watching a baseball game. Legend has it that Murakami 
was in Jingu Stadium in Tokyo watching a game between the Yakult Swallows and the 
hiroshima Carp. The moment that one of the batters hit a double, Murakami suddenly 
realized that he could write a novel. he bought a fountain pen and paper on the way 
home and began writing that night. For several months he worked after the bar closed 
until the sun came up. he sent the finished novel, called Hear the Wind Sing, to a literary 
contest. The book won first prize. even in this first work, the trademark features of 
Murakami’s writing can be seen: a Western style, the use of humor and the themes of 
eating, drinking and listening to music.
 Murakami is fanatical about running. he started running at the age of 33 to lose 
weight after he gave up smoking. Murakami gets up around five in the morning, writes 
for four hours, then runs 10 kilometers. he takes part in a marathon every year, but in 
1996 he completed an ultramarathon. he ran 100 kilometers around Lake Saroma in 
hokkaido. It took him more than 11 hours and he nearly collapsed halfway around the 
course. he has no wish to run another ultramarathon!

First Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b)    3.  a)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a)    3.  c)    4.  a), c), e)    5.  b)

Third Challenge
 The highly successful (novelist) haruki Murakami is interested in many things 
besides writing. he is a (music) enthusiast with a vast (collection) of records, and an 
avid marathon runner, who once (completed) a 100-kilometer race around a lake in 
hokkaido. STranGe BuT True Murakami refuses to appear on (radio) or television. 
he once said: “When I ran my jazz club, it was my job to engage in (conversation). I 
did that for seven years, but I’m not a (talkative) person. I swore to (myself) that once 
I’d finished there, I would only ever talk to (people) I really (wanted) to talk to.”
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9. Charlie Chaplin: The Little Tramp
First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 Charlie Chaplin was one of the world’s most famous comedians. as “The Little 
Tramp” he has brought laughter to millions of people all over the world.
 Charlie was born in april 1889 in a poor area of south London. his mother was a 
singer and his father was an entertainer. Charlie had a very hard childhood. his father 
drank too much and his mother had to look after Charlie and his brothers and sisters 
all on her own. Mrs. Chaplin would sing to make money—and if she couldn’t get a job 
singing she would sew blouses to pay the rent and buy food for the children.
 although life was hard, young Charlie always knew that he wanted to become an 
entertainer when he grew up—just like his parents. he began his professional career 
as an entertainer when he was only nine years old, performing with a dancing group. 
at the age of 14, Charlie got his first work as an actor, acting as a young newspaper 
boy in a Sherlock holmes stage play. Soon afterwards he joined a comic acting group 
called Fred Karno’s Company. here he learned many comedy skills: how to act like a 
clown, how to act drunk, and how to make people laugh.
 Charlie spent the money he earned reading comics. his favorite comic was called 
Illustrated Chips and featured the cartoon heroes Weary Willy and Tired Tim. They 
were two poor tramps—one short and fat, one tall and thin. Life was hard for the two 
tramps and they were often short of food and a place to sleep, but they were always 
cheerful and happy. It was these two characters who gave Charlie the inspiration for 
his own Little Tramp character many years later.
 In 1910, when he was 21 years old, Charlie traveled from england to the uS with the 
Fred Karno Company. The americans loved Charlie, and he was invited to hollywood to 
act in the movies. The movie industry had just begun and silent movies were becoming 
very popular. Soon Charlie began to direct and star in his own movies. For his own 
movies, Charlie created a special character—the Little Tramp. as the Little Tramp, 
Charlie wore an old bowler hat, a tight morning coat, baggy trousers and huge old shoes 
without heels. he carried a walking stick and had a small mustache.
 Charlie Chaplin starred as the Little Tramp in many movies: The Kid, City Lights, 
Modern Times, The Circus and many others. Like the heroes from Charlie’s childhood 
comics, the funny tramp was always kind and polite, whatever troubles he faced.
 Charlie’s movies were very popular not just in hollywood but all over the world, 
and he became a rich and successful movie star. after a long career in hollywood, he 
moved with his wife and family to a house in Switzerland in 1952 and lived there for 
the rest of his life.

First Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b)    3.  a)
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Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a), b), d)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  a), b), c), f)

Third Challenge
 Charlie died in Switzerland on Christmas day (1977), at the age of 88. his (funeral) 
was held a few days later. STranGe BuT True shortly after Charlie was (buried), 
two men stole his (dead) (body). They wrote a letter to Charlie’s (wife) and demanded 
half a (million) Swiss Francs. She never (paid) and two months later the police (caught) 
the robbers and found the (body) in a field.

10. Tiger Woods:
Phenomenal Golfer

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 eldrick “Tiger” Woods was born in 1975. he is famous for two reasons—firstly, he 
is a wonderful golfer and secondly, he is multi-racial. Tiger’s father is half african-
american, a quarter native american, and a quarter Chinese. his mother is half Thai, 
a quarter Chinese and a quarter white.
 Tiger has always loved golf. When he was 18 months old he was already swinging 
a small golf club. he started playing with his father and won his first tournament when 
he was only two years old! When he was three, he played nine holes of golf with a 
brilliant score of 48.
 at the age of 18 Tiger won a golf scholarship to the famous Stanford university in 
California. Tiger was a good student but he dropped out of university after two years to 
become a professional golf player. Tiger turned professional in august 1996 when he 
was only 20. In april, 1997 Tiger won the uS Masters Tournament. It was an historic 
win—Tiger was only 21 years old. he was the youngest person ever to win a major 
tournament.
 Tiger is not only a successful golfer, he has also become a multi-millionaire. 
The sportswear company nike sponsored him for $40 million to appear in their TV 
commercials. and another sports company called Titleist paid Tiger $23 million to use 
its golf clubs, to wear its gloves, to use its golf bags and to use Titleist golf balls.
 Many people say that the future of golf belongs to Tiger Woods. Why? he has 
accuracy, patience, but most of all he has distance. Tiger Woods weighs only 73 
kilograms but he can hit the ball incredibly long distances. Golfer Ben hogan could 
drive the ball 230 meters. The great Jack nicklaus drives the ball 243 meters. The 
powerful John daly can drive the ball 264 meters, but Tiger Woods drives it an amazing 
277 meters.
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First Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  c)    3.  b)    4.  a), b), d)    5.  a) 230, b) 243, c) 264, d) 277

Third Challenge
 eldrick Woods was born in 1975. now everyone knows him as the world-famous 
golfer Tiger Woods. But perhaps you are wondering where the unusual nickname 
“Tiger” comes from. Tiger’s (dad), earl Woods, was in the uS (army) and (fought) in 
the Vietnam (War). STranGe BuT True a (Vietnamese) (soldier) (saved) earl’s 
(life) and that (soldier) was (called) nguyen “Tiger” Phong. earl decided that his son 
would have the same nickname—“Tiger.”

11. Tutankhamun:
The Curse of the Pharaoh

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 Lord Carnarvon was a rich man. he was also fascinated by egypt and its pharaohs. 
he was particularly interested in a great egyptian pharaoh called King Tutankhamun. 
he knew that over 3,000 years ago King Tutankhamun had been buried in the Valley 
of the Kings near Thebes on the river nile.
 although Carnarvon knew from ancient documents that the tomb of the dead king 
was somewhere in the Valley of the Kings, he could not find it. he searched for the tomb 
for many years but without success. Finally 20 years later, he looked near the tomb of 
another famous king, rameses VI. deep in the sand, under the tables of the souvenir 
sellers, Lord Carnarvon found steps leading down to an underground door.
 on november 6, 1922, he broke open the door. There, to his surprise and joy, he 
discovered King Tutankhamun’s tomb. It was filled with gold and jewels, but there was 
also some writing on the walls. he read the words—“death comes on swift wings to 
whoever disturbs the pharaoh’s peace.”
 But Carnarvon was not worried by the writing and he and his team of 13 people 
entered the tomb and looked around. They were the first people to enter the tomb in 
3,000 years. They found many extraordinary objects. Perhaps the most beautiful of 
these was the pharaoh’s coffin with the pharaoh’s body and beautiful gold death mask 
inside it. Carnarvon removed these objects and took them to a museum in Cairo.
 But soon strange things started to happen to Carnarvon and his team. The words on 
the walls of the tomb began to come true. While he was working in the tomb, Carnarvon 
was bitten by a mosquito on the cheek. The wound became infected and six months 
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after entering the tomb Carnarvon died a slow and difficult death in a hotel in Cairo.
 and the curse continued. In 1923 five more people who had entered the tomb of King 
Tutankhamun passed away. Two people died of pneumonia, including aubrey herbert, 
who was Carnarvon’s brother. an egyptian prince called ali Farmy Bey was murdered. 
and then the brother of the prince committed suicide. next, a South african millionaire, 
Woolf Joel, fell to his death from a hotel balcony. In fact, over the next seven years 11 
people from the original team of 13 had died, many of them at a young age.

First Challenge
 1. c)    2.  c)    3.  a)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b), c), d)    3.  b)    4.  c)    5.  a), b), e), f)

Third Challenge
 Many years later, the (curse) was still working. In (1966), the Cairo Museum was 
(organizing) an exhibition of the golden (mask) of Tutankhamun in Paris. The director 
of the Cairo Museum, dr. Gamal Mehrez, told his staff that he was not (worried) about 
the curse. But then, STranGe BuT True as soon as dr. Mehrez (left) the (museum), 
he was (run) over by a (car). he died (two) days later.

12. Vincent van Gogh:
Impressionist Painter

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 In 1853 Vincent van Gogh was born in holland. as a young man he had many jobs. 
First he was an art teacher, then a language teacher, and then a bookseller. But more 
than anything else he wanted to be a clergyman in the church—like his father.
 When he was 25, he joined the church and moved to a small mining community in 
the coal fields of southern Belgium. There he worked as a local clergyman for the poor 
miners. not long after he had arrived, there was a terrible accident—one of the mines 
collapsed and many miners were killed and injured. nobody worked harder than the 
young clergyman to help the injured miners. he made sure that families did not go 
hungry, and he made sure that everyone had clothes. Vincent was such a kind and serious 
man that he used his own salary to help the poor and he gave away his own clothes and 
food to the cold and hungry. one day a church official visited Vincent and found him 
living in a simple hut with only an old soldier’s coat to keep him warm. The official 
demanded to know what Vincent had done with his salary and Vincent explained that 
he had given it all to the poor miners. The church official was angry and told him that 
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this was no way for a clergyman to behave. he fired Vincent and that was the end of 
Vincent’s career in the church.
 Vincent was very upset. his career was ruined and he didn’t know what to do. 
Then, one afternoon, Vincent saw an old man walking along the road carrying such an 
enormous sack of coal that he was bent double. Vincent pulled an old envelope from 
his pocket and began to sketch the tired figure. he suddenly realized that he wanted 
to begin a new career as an artist. If he could not help the poor through the church, 
he could tell their story through art. he would paint the hard life of working people. 
and that’s what he did. Before he died at the young age of 35, Vincent van Gogh had 
produced around 1,730 paintings.

First Challenge
 1. a), c), d)    2.  b)    3.  a)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  c)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  a)    6.  b)

Third Challenge
 Vincent van Gogh was (fired) from the church when an official found that he had 
(given) all his (money) to some (poor) (miners). Vincent’s career was ruined and he 
didn’t know what to do. Then, one afternoon, he began to sketch a tired old man carrying 
a sack of (coal) and his new career began: painting the hard life of working people. 
STranGe BuT True although Vincent produced some 1,730 paintings, he was (not) 
able to sell (any) of (them) before he died at the young age of 35.

*Born on 30 March 1853, father was a clergyman.
*1886—Moved to Paris to be with Theo his brother.
*1888—South of France—cut off ear.

13. Princess Tenko: Grand Illusionist
First Challenge / Second Challenge
 You may not have heard of Mariko Itakura but you probably know her by her stage 
name, Princess Tenko. Born in 1959 in niigata, Japan, she studied classical ballet and 
traditional Japanese instruments, and started her career as a pop singer. The agency she 
worked for asked her to sing, dance and perform magic tricks. She was apprenticed 
to a famous Japanese magician called hikita Tenko, who worked for the same agency. 
her big break came in 1977 when Mariko was asked to stand in for the great maestro 
when he became ill. She chose to perform one of his best-known acts. For this trick, 
she was tied up with ropes and had to escape from a burning cable car.
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 When Tenko passed away in 1980, Mariko took over his name. as Princess Tenko 
she was a full-time illusionist, performing dangerous escape tricks and baffling the 
audience with illusions. In one famous trick Princess Tenko climbs into a large Japanese 
chest of drawers. one by one the drawers collapse until only one small drawer remains 
on the stage. Tenko’s hand appears out of this small drawer and starts to wave. The 
drawers unfold and the large chest of drawers reappears. Princess Tenko steps out—in 
a different costume.
 Princess Tenko left Japan in 1986 and moved to the uSa. She appeared regularly 
on TV shows and became very popular. an anime series was created called “Princess 
Tenko and the Guardians of the Magic.” The story centered around Princess Tenko 
leading a team of warriors to gather the magical Starfire Gems. at the end of each 
episode, the real Princess Tenko appeared. She performed a simple magic trick and 
showed the viewers how it was done.
 Princess Tenko still performs around 300 shows a year, many of them in Las Vegas. 
her shows have become more and more elaborate and are known for the gorgeous 
costumes, extravagant props and all-male backup group who sing, dance and perform 
martial arts.
 even after all these years, the magic and illusions are still difficult to perform. With 
all the running around and concentration, Princess Tenko loses around three kilograms 
in weight during each performance. and the illusions are dangerous. Princess Tenko 
has been taken to the hospital five times because of stage accidents. In 2007, Princess 
Tenko attempted a trick called “The Spike Illusion,” but the trick went terribly wrong, 
causing serious injury. She was supposed to escape from a box of 10 metal swords but 
she became trapped inside, breaking several ribs. even though she was badly hurt, the 
star continued her performance for 30 minutes because she didn’t want to disappoint 
her fans.

First Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a), c), d)    3.  b)    4.  b)    5.  c)

Third Challenge
 as a child, Princess Tenko was interested in singing and dancing, but her (agency) 
encouraged her to take up (magic). She learned how to disappear and (appear) on stage 
and became famous for her dramatic (escapes) from burning objects. Indeed, in 1990, 
the uS (academy) of Magical arts and Sciences named her Magician of the Year—the 
first woman ever to win the (award). after over 30 years in show business, she still 
gives hundreds of (performances) every year. STranGe BuT True Mattel Inc., the 
same company that makes Barbie dolls, (produced) eight Princess Tenko (dolls). The 
series was extremely popular and Mattel sold over eight million of the (toys).
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14. Harland Sanders: Fast-Food King
First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 harland Sanders was born over a hundred years ago in the southern united States in 
1890. harland had a hard childhood. When he was only six, his father died. his mother 
had to go out to work and so harland had to take care of his little brother and sister 
and cook their meals for them. he quickly became a very good cook. he left school 
when he was only fourteen and started working on a chicken farm. Two years later, 
he joined the united States army. he became a soldier in Cuba, but he hated army life 
and only stayed one year.
 Looking for a different job, he moved to alabama and became a blacksmith, making 
shoes for horses and repairing metal gates. It wasn’t long before he quit that job, too, 
and started working as a salesman selling tires. But he realized that he was not a good 
salesman and changed jobs again to become a dishwasher in a restaurant. he enjoyed 
working in the restaurant and eventually he became a chef. he learned how to cook the 
fried chicken dishes that are very popular in the southern united States and his special 
recipes became very popular. and that’s where harland continued to work because 
although he didn’t make a lot of money, he was happy.
 harland was still a cook when his sixty-fifth birthday arrived, and the government 
sent him his first pension check. It was for $105. now this might not seem like a lot of 
money, but for harland it was a fortune. he decided then and there that he would stop 
working for someone else and save up his money to set up his own food business. he 
bought a secondhand car and traveled from restaurant to restaurant selling his secret 
recipes. The business was a great success. now, you can see harland’s food in 82 
countries all around the world.

First Challenge
 1. c)    2.  a), b), c), e), f), h)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  a)    3.  a)    4.  c)    5.  b)    6.  b)

Third Challenge
 Life was tough for harland Sanders. he left school when he was only (fourteen) and 
from then on he moved from job to job. Finally, he became a (chef) in a (restaurant). 
harland was still a (chef) when his (sixty-fifth) birthday arrived, and the government 
sent him his first (pension) check. It was for $(105). STranGe BuT True harland 
used this money to (start) a fast-food chain called (Kentucky Fried Chicken). now, 
you can see harland’s food in (82) countries all over the world.
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15. Guccio Gucci:
Fashion for the Rich and Famous

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 It was 1881—and Guccio Gucci was born in northern Italy in Florence, Tuscany.  
Guccio’s father had a small business—he made and sold straw hats. But the business 
was not successful and times were hard. When Guccio was 17 years old, he decided 
to leave his family and look for work in england.
 There was just one problem: Guccio didn’t have enough money to get to england. 
But luckily, he found a job on a ship sailing to england. during the journey, Guccio 
had to work hard in the engine room to pay for his ticket.
 after Guccio’s ship arrived in england, he looked for work in the busy and fashionable 
city of London. It was 1898 and a glamorous hotel—the Savoy hotel—had just 
opened.
 Guccio started work in this wonderful hotel. What did he do there?—he worked as 
a waiter in the restaurant. The restaurant at the Savoy was gorgeously decorated and 
the food it served was marvelous. It was always full of famous people from around the 
world—actors, businessmen and millionaires.
 Guccio noticed the beautiful clothes and expensive jewelry of the hotel guests. 
he also noticed their high-class luggage—they all had expensive suitcases, trunks, 
jewelry boxes and hat boxes. all of this luggage was beautifully designed and made 
from expensive leather.
 Guccio spent three years working in england and then returned home to his hometown 
in Tuscany. There he used his savings from working in London to set up his own luxury 
leather goods store. he called his shop Gucci and it soon became very successful. Many 
famous customers came to the shop to buy bags and fashion accessories. They included 
Franklin d. roosevelt, the president of the uSa, Queen elizabeth of england, and film 
stars like elizabeth Taylor, Sophia Loren and audrey hepburn. one day the actress 
Grace Kelly asked Guccio for a floral silk scarf for a friend’s birthday present. Guccio 
had never made silk scarves before but he promised to design one for Grace. he kept 
his promise and now Gucci scarves are a best-seller.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  c)    3.  a)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  c)    3.  a)    4.  a), d), f)    5.  c)
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Third Challenge
 In 1904, Guccio Gucci set up a luxury (leather) goods (store) in Florence, Tuscany. 
The Gucci style soon became very (fashionable) with famous society figures and movie 
(stars) like the (actress) Grace Kelly. STranGe BuT True, Grace liked Gucci 
accessories so much that when she (married) Prince rainier of Monaco in (1956), she 
gave a Gucci (scarf) to each of the female (guests) at her (wedding).

16. Nelson Mandela:
A Fighter for Equality

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 he is South africa’s best-known and best-loved hero. he was born on the 18th of 
July 1918, and spent his life fighting against South africa’s cruel apartheid system. he 
is nelson rolihlahla Mandela.
 Young nelson Mandela’s dream was to become a lawyer so that he could help the 
black South africans who were suffering under apartheid. he went to university to 
study law and while he was there he became involved in student politics—fighting 
for racial equality for black and white people in South africa. eventually, nelson was 
expelled from university for helping to organize a student strike.
 But Mandela completed the degree by correspondence and in 1952 his dream came 
true—he passed his law exams and became a lawyer. he and another lawyer, his good 
friend oliver Tambo, opened the first black legal firm in the country. each morning the 
two young lawyers would face a long line of black people asking for help.
 during the whole of the 1950s Mandela fought the South african government 
very hard. First of all, he traveled from city to city organizing strikes and peaceful 
demonstrations. But it was a dangerous thing to do, and eventually Mandela came to 
believe that peaceful demonstrations would never change the government. he decided 
to join an armed protest movement called “umkhonoto we Sizwe.” In 1962 Mandela 
traveled to algeria to receive military training so that he could help “umkhonoto we 
Sizwe” to fight better.
 When Mandela returned to South africa he was arrested and jailed for leaving 
the country illegally. he was given a life sentence and was sent to prison on robben 
Island—a small island about seven kilometers off the coast of Cape Town.
 Mandela was kept in prison for 28 long years. From prison, Mandela continued his 
fight against the apartheid system. Finally, on the 11th of February 1990, after nearly 
three decades in prison, the South african government made an important decision: it 
released Mandela and agreed to the end of apartheid.
 all through his life, nelson Mandela had fought for racial equality. even when he 
was in prison, he taught that whites and blacks could live together in harmony. and 
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in 1993 nelson was awarded the nobel Peace Prize for his fight for racial equality in 
South africa.

First Challenge
 1. c)    2.  b)    3.  b)

Second Challenge
 1. a)    2.  b)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  c)    6.  b)

Third Challenge
 nelson Mandela adores (music)—whether it is classical (european) (music) or 
(african) (singing). But when he was in (prison), locked up all day long, he was 
not allowed to watch TV nor (listen) to the radio. STranGe BuT True now it is 
nelson Mandela’s greatest pleasure to watch the (sunset) while listening to a (handel) 
(symphony).

17. John Pemberton:
Inventor of Coca-Cola

First Challenge / Second Challenge
 over a hundred years ago, a chemist called John Pemberton lived in atlanta, Georgia, 
where he made and sold drinks and medicines. he was particularly proud of one drink 
called Pemberton’s French Wine Coca. This was made of red wine with added coca 
leaves. Pemberton claimed that it had the power to treat headaches and cure people 
of their addictions. The medicine sold well, but then disaster struck for Pemberton. In 
1885, the united States government made it illegal to sell alcohol. Pemberton had to 
go back to the drawing board and find a new medicine that would cure headaches—one 
without alcohol in it.
 Pemberton chose his ingredients carefully. To cure headaches he used coca leaves, all 
the way from Peru. he had heard that these leaves contained cocaine, which helped to 
reduce pain. To get rid of the bitter taste of the leaves, he mixed in sugar and cinnamon. 
The result was too sweet, so he added oils from fruits such as oranges and limes. he 
also added kola nuts from africa, as they provided a lot of caffeine. Pemberton worked 
day and night in the laboratory in his house, trying to perfect his recipe. every day he 
sent samples of the syrup down to the local drugstore for customers to try out. The 
clerk at the pharmacy would pour the reddish-brown medicine into a glass, add water 
and stir with a long spoon. “Why, that tastes very nice,” said the customers. “and it 
reduces the pain of a headache.” at that time, drugstores were beginning to install soda 
fountains and to sell carbonated water as a health drink. Legend has it that one day in 
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1886 the clerk decided to add carbonated water to the syrup instead of ordinary water. 
The customers liked it very much and Pemberton realized that his new medicine was 
finally ready.
 Pemberton’s friend and accountant, Frank robinson, suggested a new name for the 
healthy drink: “Coca-Cola.” (“Coca” from coca leaves and “Kola” from the kola nuts.) 
robinson had plenty of marketing ideas. he wrote the first newspaper advertisement 
for the new and popular soda fountain drink. he also produced hand-painted signs and 
attached them to store fronts. and it was robinson who wrote the name “Coca Cola” 
in the distinctive script that has become the famous Coca-Cola logo.
 despite being a very good chemist, Pemberton had poor business sense. he never 
realized that his delicious headache medicine would one day become a multi-million-
dollar business famous throughout the world. Pemberton sold the rights to his secret 
formula to various businessmen for very little money. he died not long afterwards, 
and left his poor wife penniless.

First Challenge
 1. c)    2.  b)    3.  a)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  b), c)    3.  c)    4.  b)    5.  a), b)

Third Challenge
 In the 1880s, John Pemberton worked hard on a recipe for a (medicine) that would 
cure (headaches). he mixed coca leaves, oranges, limes, sugar and kola nuts to create 
a reddish-brown syrup. he took the syrup down to the local drugstore where the clerk 
added (carbonated) water from the soda fountain. People loved the (taste) of the new 
health drink, which Pemberton’s (accountant) named Coca-Cola. You can now find 
Pemberton’s drink in almost every country of the world. The exact (recipe) remains a 
closely-guarded (secret). STranGe BuT True it is said that only (two) Coca-Cola 
executives know the (formula) at any one time—that is why they can never travel on 
the same (plane). 
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18. Charles Dodgson:
The Creator of “Alice”

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 he has been called the greatest children’s writer ever. Charles dodgson grew up 
in a large family with ten brothers and sisters and perhaps because of this he always 
loved children. Charles spent much time writing magazines for his family and he also 
designed new games for his brothers and sisters to play. he even built a small railroad 
in the garden.
 Later, Charles became a lecturer at oxford university in england. Children loved 
to visit his rooms in the university at the top of a long wooden staircase. There were 
cupboards everywhere in the room, and each cupboard contained surprising treasures—
mechanical bears, dancing dolls, toys, wooden puzzles, and a large square music box 
that played tunes.
 often Charles would tell the young children wonderful stories full of imaginary 
animals. he would illustrate the stories at the same time—drawing pictures of the 
strange animals while he talked.
 Charles had three young friends—three young sisters called Lorina, alice and edith 
Liddell. on sunny days they would go rowing on the river Thames that ran through the 
city of oxford. Charles would pack a large picnic basket full of cakes, cold chicken and 
salad. Then he would row the girls either to nuneham Woods or to Godstow Lock.
 one day in the summer of July 1862, on one of their boat trips, seven-year-old alice 
asked Charles to tell the sisters a story. Charles thought for a moment and then began 
a long and wonderful story about the adventures of alice in Wonderland. The story 
begins when one day alice sees a white rabbit talking to himself. She follows the rabbit 
and falls down a rabbit hole. Charles told the story all day and when he had finished, 
alice asked Charles to write it down. Charles promised that he would.
 Charles not only wrote down the whole story in a large green notebook, but he also 
illustrated the story with beautiful drawings. It took him two and a half years to finish 
and he gave the green notebook to alice for a Christmas present. alice loved it so much 
that Charles decided to publish the book so that other children could read and enjoy it.  
Alice in Wonderland became the most popular children’s book ever written.

First Challenge
 1. a), b), c)    2.  c)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. a), b), c)    2.  b)    3.  b), c)    4.  a)    5.  c)



28

Third Challenge
 have you wondered why Charles did not use his real name when he (published) 
the (story) of alice in Wonderland? Charles dodgson worked and lived in oxford 
university. What did he do there? STranGe BuT True he was a (mathematics) 
(lecturer). he (published) many (academic) papers and (textbooks) using his (real) 
name—Charles dodgson. So when he published his stories for (children), he decided 
that he should write under a name that he had invented for (himself)—Lewis Carroll.

* The name of the book is Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland published by 
MaCMILLan.

19. Ernest Hemingway:
Sportsman and Writer

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 By 1950, ernest hemingway was already famous as a sportsman, fisherman, hunter 
and writer. But he had one problem—he had not written anything important for ten 
years and his fans were waiting. So he sat down and really concentrated. In four months 
he wrote three stories.
 The second of these stories became hemingway’s most famous book. It was called 
The Old Man and the Sea and is the story of an old Cuban fisherman called Santiago. 
Santiago has not caught a fish for 84 days and his neighbors are making fun of him.
 Finally, on the 85th day, Santiago hooks an enormous fish—a marlin. Santiago battles 
with the fish for a long time and finally succeeds in catching it—but it is too big to bring 
into his small boat and instead he ties it to the side of the boat and pulls it home.
 Tired after his battle with the fish, Santiago returns to port. But while he is pulling 
the marlin home, sharks come and eat the beautiful big fish piece by piece. By the time 
Santiago arrives home, he can only show his neighbors the skeleton of the great fish.
 hemingway’s message is simple: our life is a battle against nature—a battle that 
we will always lose. But we can lose with dignity and courage. In The Old Man and 
the Sea the brave old fisherman, Santiago, loses the fish, but he accepts the loss with 
great dignity and courage.
 The Old Man and the Sea was published in September 1952 and the book was 
immediately successful. It hit the best-seller charts and stayed there for 26 weeks.  
everyone bought a copy and everyone talked about it.
 The book made hemingway very rich. With the money he traveled to africa where 
he planned to go on safari and write more stories. hemingway rented a small plane in 
uganda in east africa to give him a new and different view of the african animals he 
loved to write about. The plane was flying along the river nile when suddenly—a flock 
of birds appeared in front of the plane. The pilot lost control and the plane crash-landed. 
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Fortunately, nobody was seriously hurt but the plane was wrecked. hemingway had 
to travel by boat to the nearest town and rent another small plane in order to continue 
his journey.
 This time it was an even older plane. as the tiny old plane raced down the runway, 
the engine exploded. The passengers and the pilot kicked out the windows and jumped 
out. This time hemingway was not so lucky. he badly injured his liver, his right kidney, 
his brain and his lower back. In fact, he was so badly hurt that he had to spend a month 
in bed to recover.

First Challenge
 1. b)    2.  b)    3.  c)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a)    3.  b)    4.  a)    5.  b)    6.  a), c), d), f)

Third Challenge
 after the first plane crash, hemingway traveled to the nearest (town) for help. 
during that time, the (wrecked) airplane was found—with no hemingway to be (seen). 
STranGe BuT True, for a short time, the world (believed) that the famous writer 
had (died) in the (crash). on January 25, 1954, american (newspapers) (reported) the 
(death) of ernest hemingway in africa. In fact, not only was hemingway (alive), but 
in october of the same year, he was awarded the nobel Prize for Literature.

20. Captain James Cook:
The Great Explorer

First Challenge/ Second Challenge
 Captain James Cook was a great sailor. In 1772 the British navy chose Captain Cook 
for a special voyage. They asked him to explore the southern hemisphere, and to find 
new islands and new countries. The navy gave him two sailing boats for the task. The 
boats were called: the resolution and the discovery.
 The resolution and the discovery were approximately 36 meters long and 12 meters 
wide. They each had 3 masts and 12 sails. on each boat there were 114 sailors including 
cooks, doctors, a sailmaker to mend the sails when they ripped, and four carpenters to 
repair the boat and the masts.
 and finally on these small wooden boats there were animals—lots of animals: sheep, 
cows, chickens, horses, pigs and goats. Some of these animals were useful for their 
milk and others for their meat.
 In July 1772, Captain Cook left england and headed south. he visited the island of 
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Madeira first and then continued to South africa. his two boats arrived in Cape Town 
and after a short rest they sailed on to new Zealand. There, Captain Cook caught fish 
and collected fresh water and lots of fresh vegetables.
 he left new Zealand in october 1773. his boats sailed for 103 days at sea until they 
first reached easter Island and then the wonderful islands of Tahiti. The islanders of 
Tahiti were very friendly people, and the sailors were very happy to rest there. From 
Tahiti, Captain Cook sailed to Tonga in July 1774, where he bought many bananas 
and coconuts for the sailors. Captain Cook paid for all this fruit with metal nails that 
he had brought specially from england.
 after stopping at new Zealand again, Captain Cook continued his long journey. 
From new Zealand he sailed east to Cape horn in South america, and then on to the 
Sandwich Islands. From the Sandwich Islands he sailed northwards to Cape Town in 
South africa. after Cape Town, he sailed to a small island called Fernando noronha 
near Brazil. and then finally Captain Cook turned towards england. he arrived back in 
england in July 1775—three years after he started his long exploration of the southern 
hemisphere.
 Captain Cook is famous for discovering many new islands in the atlantic ocean and 
the Pacific ocean. But he is also famous for the care he took of his sailors. In those 
days, many sailors died from a disease called scurvy. This terrible disease caused the 
sailors’ teeth to fall out and then it killed them.
 Scurvy is caused by a lack of vitamin C—this is the vitamin found in fruit and 
vegetables. Most captains didn’t care what their sailors ate, but Captain Cook made 
sure to give all his sailors fruit and vegetables whenever he could. Because of this, 
Cook only lost three of his sailors in his long voyage of exploration.

First Challenge
 1. 1), 3), 4), 5), 8)    2.  b)    3.  b)

Second Challenge
 1. b)    2.  a), b), c), e), g), h)    3.  a)    4.  b)    5.  c)

Third Challenge
 In the eighteenth century, most captains didn’t (care) what their (sailors) ate, but 
Captain Cook made sure to give all his sailors (fruit) and (vegetables) whenever he 
could. Captain Cook also started a (tradition) of giving (sick) sailors a special syrup 
made from (limes). STranGe BuT True american sailors began to call (english) 
sailors (limeys), and that’s still the friendly (nickname) used by americans for the 
english.


